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Letter of Transmittal 

20 January 2017 

Tim Tamlin 
Chief Executive Officer 
South Gippsland Shire Council 
9 Smith Street 
Leongatha Vic 3953 

 

Dear Mr Tamlin 

Pursuant to clause 14 of Schedule 3 of the Local Government Act 1989, I submit this report on the South 
Gippsland Shire Council general election held in October 2016. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Warwick Gately AM 
Electoral Commissioner 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



  

 
 

Contents 

Introduction ....................................................................................................................................... 1 

Election timeline ................................................................................................................................ 2 

Voters’ roll.......................................................................................................................................... 3 

Returning Officer ............................................................................................................................... 4 

Election office .................................................................................................................................... 4 

Candidates ......................................................................................................................................... 4 

Voting ................................................................................................................................................. 5 

Results ............................................................................................................................................... 6 

Election statistics .............................................................................................................................. 6 

Complaints ......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Post-election activities ..................................................................................................................... 7 

Evaluating the VEC’s services ......................................................................................................... 7 

Schedule 1: Record of ballot papers ............................................................................................... 8 

Schedule 2: Certification statement .............................................................................................. 11 

Appendix 1: Breakdown of the voters’ roll ................................................................................... 12 

Appendix 2: Public notices ............................................................................................................ 13 

Appendix 3: Schedule of media releases and advisories ........................................................... 20 

Appendix 4: Daily telephone enquiries ......................................................................................... 21 

Appendix 5: Final list of candidates in ballot paper order .......................................................... 22 

Appendix 6: Candidates’ statements and photographs ............................................................. 24 

Appendix 7: Daily breakdown of the general mail out ................................................................ 33 

Appendix 8: Result information ..................................................................................................... 34 

Appendix 9: Election participation statistics ............................................................................... 37 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



South Gippsland Shire Council Election Report | 2016 Local Government Elections 

1 
 

Introduction 

The South Gippsland Shire Council general election 
was held on 22 October 2016 by postal voting. 

The election was conducted by the Victorian 
Electoral Commission (VEC), as the statutory 
election service provider to South Gippsland Shire 
Council in accordance with clause 1 of Schedule 2 
of the Local Government Act 1989 (the LG Act). 

About the Victorian Electoral Commission  

The VEC is an independent and impartial statutory 
authority established under the Electoral Act 2002 
(the Electoral Act). The VEC conducts Victorian 
State elections, local government elections, certain 
statutory elections, commercial and community 
elections, conducts boundary reviews, electoral 
representation and subdivision reviews, and 
maintains the Victorian electoral enrolment register. 
The VEC’s electoral education and research 
programs work to engage and inform all Victorians 
who are entitled to enrol and vote in the democratic 
process. 

The Electoral Commissioner is Warwick Gately AM 
and the Deputy Electoral Commissioner is Liz 
Williams. The Commissioner reports to the Victorian 
Parliament in relation to the VEC’s activities. 

The Commissioner and Deputy are assisted by an 
Executive Management Group to deliver the 
functions of the VEC. The Local Government 
Program Manager, Keegan Bartlett, oversees the 
VEC’s local government electoral activity and chairs 
the Planning Group, comprised of activity and 
project leads from across the organisation. The 
Executive Management and Planning Groups jointly 
met each weekday morning for the duration of the 
2016 local government elections timeline. 

About South Gippsland Shire Council 

South Gippsland Shire Council is comprised of nine 
councillors elected from three three-councillor 
wards. The structure was last reviewed through an 
electoral representation review in 2012. The next 
scheduled review of South Gippsland Shire Council 
is required before the 2024 local government 
elections. 

Figure 1 shows the electoral structure of South 
Gippsland Shire Council. 

Figure 1. The electoral structure of South Gippsland Shire 
Council at the general election held on 22 October 2016. 

Key changes  

Changes in legislation 

The electoral provisions in the LG Act were 
amended in 2015 to clarify responsibilities for 
preparing and conducting local government 
elections, strengthen provisions in relation to the 
eligibility of candidates, and consider the powers of 
the Returning Officer. In July 2016, the Victorian 
Government also made the new Local Government 
(Electoral) Regulations 2016 (the Regulations) to 
come into effect in time for the 2016 local 
government elections. 

Extended postal vote receipt period 

The Regulations provided an extended period for 
postal votes to be received and accepted by the 
Returning Officer during the week after Election 
Day. This changed the VEC’s timeline for 
completing the counting of ballot papers and the 
availability of results for all contested elections. 

Introduction of the candidate questionnaire 

The Regulations also introduced a set of prescribed 
questions that candidates were invited to answer 
through the candidate questionnaire. 

Changes to indication of preferences  

In August 2016, the Legislative Council disallowed 
Regulation 38 of the Regulations. This removed the 
opportunity for candidates at elections held by 
postal voting to lodge an indication of preferences 
for inclusion in the ballot pack mailed to voters. 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



South Gippsland Shire Council Election Report | 2016 Local Government Elections  

2 
 

 

Election timeline  

Deadline fixed by the Registrar for council primary enrolment data  ......................................  Monday 11 July 2016 

Entitlement date ................................................................................................  4.00 pm on Friday 26 August 2016 

Opening of the election office to the public  ..........................................................  Wednesday 14 September 2016 

Certification of the voters’ roll and opening of nominations  ......................................  Thursday 15 September 2016 

Close of nominations  ..............................................................................  12 noon on Tuesday 20 September 2016 

Ballot draw  ....................................................................................  From 1.00 pm on Tuesday 20 September 2016 

Deadline for lodging candidate statements, photographs  
and candidate questionnaires ............................................................  12 noon on Wednesday 21 September 2016 

General mail out of ballot packs to voters  ....................................  Tuesday 4 October – Thursday 6 October 2016 

Close of voting  ................................................................................................  6.00 pm on Friday 21 October 2016 

Election day ...................................................................................................................  Saturday 22 October 2016 

Close of the extended postal vote receipt period  ............................................  12 noon on Friday 28 October 2016 

Declaration of the election  ..................................................................  10.00 am on Wednesday 2 November 2016 

 

 

Bordered dates relate to contested elections only.
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Voters’ roll  

The VEC prepared the South Gippsland Shire 
Council voters’ roll for the general election under 
section 8(2)(c) of the Electoral Act and in 
accordance with section 24 of the LG Act. Pursuant 
to section 24(6) of the LG Act, the Registrar, 
Melanie Davidson, certified the voters’ roll on 15 
September 2016. 

The certified voters’ roll for the 2016 South 
Gippsland Shire Council general election included 
28,745 enrolled voters. 

Composition of the roll  

The LG Act specifies that the voters’ roll for a local 
government election is formed by combining two 
separate lists of voters: 

1. The Victorian Electoral Commissioner’s 
(EC’s) List of State electors. 

 The EC’s List made up 74.49 percent of the 
South Gippsland Shire Council voters’ roll. 

2. The Chief Executive Officer’s (CEO’s) List of 
council-entitled voters. 

 The CEO’s List made up 25.51 percent of the 
South Gippsland Shire Council voters’ roll. 

Refer to Appendix 1 for a further breakdown of the 
South Gippsland Shire Council general election 
voters’ roll. 

Amendments to the voters’ roll 

In accordance with section 24A of the LG Act, the 
Registrar was able to amend any error in the 
preparation, printing or copying of the voters’ roll, or 
correct any misnomer or inaccurate description of 
any person, place or thing on the voters’ roll. If the 
amendment relates to a CEO’s List voter, the 
Registrar must obtain the approval of the Council’s 
Chief Executive Officer. 

The Registrar made four amendments to the South 
Gippsland Shire Council voters’ roll. 

Advertising and communication 

Advertising  

The VEC published a series of statutory notices in 
relation to the South Gippsland Shire Council 
general election. These notices are required by the 
LG Act and contain critical information relevant to 
each point of the election timeline. Refer to 

Appendix 2 for further information in relation to the 
statutory advertising. 

A statewide advertising campaign complemented 
the statutory advertising. The campaign 
concentrated on maximising the promotion of local 
government elections across the key areas of 
enrolment and voting. Coverage included major 
metropolitan and regional newspapers, metropolitan 
and regional radio, ethnic print and radio media, 
and social media.  

The VEC also ran interactive advertisements on 
Facebook. These advertisements targeted 
geographic areas as well as demographic segments 
of the population that typically have low participation 
rates. In addition, Google search advertising was 
used to direct enquiries to VEC information online.  

Accommodating voters with special needs 

The VEC worked with a number of partners to 
provide suitable communication services for blind 
and low vision voters, voters with disability, and 
culturally and linguistically diverse voters. 

Blind and low vision services 

The VEC worked with Vision Australia and Blind 
Citizens Australia to provide election information to 
blind and low vision voters. This included making 
large print and audio files available for download, 
‘BrowseAloud’ functionality of the VEC website, and 
assisted reading equipment at all attendance 
election offices and the Melbourne City Council 
election office.  Braille and large print ballot material 
was also available on request. 

Interpreting services 

In addition to in-language information presented 
through ethnic print and radio media as part of the 
statewide advertising campaign, the VEC engaged 
the Victorian Interpreting and Language Services’ 
Language Link to provide a telephone interpreting 
service for multi-language telephone enquiries. The 
VEC advertised direct lines for 20 languages other 
than English and a general line for all other 
languages. 

Media liaison 

The VEC’s media liaison program principally 
featured staged media releases aimed to highlight 
key milestones during the election timetable and 
capitalise on existing general news coverage. More 
information on the VEC’s media release schedule is 
available at Appendix 3. 
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Two media briefing sessions were held for media 
outlets from across Victoria; an in-person media 
briefing was held on 1 August 2016 and an online 
webinar media briefing was held on 3 August 2016. 
The webinar was also accessible to council officers 
and could be downloaded or accessed at a later 
time for those who were unable to participate live. 
The media briefing summarised the planning and 
timeline for the 2016 local government elections, 
and also provided a specific update in relation to the 
availability of election results in light of the extended 
postal vote receipt period introduced to the 
Regulations. 

Media outlets were provided with a media 
information booklet that outlined the election 
timeline and key messages, and provided the 
VEC’s head office media contacts. The VEC’s 
communication team supported each Returning 
Officer as the primary media spokesperson in 
relation to each election. 

Telephone enquiry service 

The VEC operated a local telephone enquiry 
service at the election office from 14 September 
2016 until the close of voting at 6.00 pm on 21 
October 2016. The types of calls related to: 

• voting entitlements and obligations 

• enrolment questions 

• ballot pack had not been received 

• ballot material was spoilt or destroyed, so 
replacement ballot material was required 

• a voter advising that he or she was overseas or 
interstate, and 

• queries regarding the content of the ballot pack. 

The telephone enquiry service was supplemented 
by an overflow call centre at the VEC’s head office. 
The overflow call centre received calls made 
directly to the VEC’s head office line (131 VEC or 
131 832) and diverted calls from the election office 
when the lines were at capacity. 

A breakdown of the daily number of calls received 
by the telephone enquiry service and the overflow 
call centre in respect to the South Gippsland Shire 
Council general election is available at Appendix 4.  

Returning Officer  

The VEC maintains a pool of trained senior election 
officials located across the State to fill election 
management roles that occur for State and local 
government elections. Additional election-specific 

training is provided to relevant senior election 
officials prior to each election management 
appointment. 

In accordance with section 3 of the LG Act, the 
Electoral Commissioner appointed Sheryl Bruce as 
the Returning Officer for the South Gippsland Shire 
Council general election. During the election 
timeline, Ms Bruce became unavailable and the 
Electoral Commissioner appointed Ian Savage, who 
was then the Deputy Returning Officer for the 
election, as the Returning Officer for the remainder 
of the election timeline. The Electoral Commissioner 
also appointed Ron Spencer as a new Deputy 
Returning Officer for the election. 

Election office  

The Returning Officer established an election office 
at 37 Bair Street, Leongatha. The election office 
was leased by the VEC. 

The election office was open to the public from 14 
September 2016 until 21 October 2016. The 
election office was open 9.00 am to 5.00 pm 
weekdays, except on public holidays. Opening 
hours were extended on 20 October 2016 (9.00 am 
to 8.00 pm) and 21 October 2016 (9.00 am to 6.00 
pm) to allow for last minute voting enquiries. 

Candidates  

Nominations for the election opened at 9.00 am on 
15 September 2016 and closed at 12 noon on 20 
September 2016. Nomination forms were required 
to be lodged by candidates in person at the election 
office. A $250 nomination fee applied. 

Information for candidates 

Candidates were able to access the VEC’s 
information about the process of nominating and 
becoming a candidate for the election from 8 
August 2016, when the VEC’s Candidate Handbook 
was published online. From early September, 
candidates were able to access a candidate 
information kit, which included the Candidate 
Handbook, as well as a number of other relevant 
forms and documents. 

The Returning Officer conducted one information 
session. Approximately 39 attended the session. 
The presentation at the session summarised critical 
aspects of the Candidate Handbook and the 
election timeline. 
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Candidates in the election 

The election involved a total of 32 candidates. 
There were nine candidates in Coastal-Promontory 
Ward, 10 candidates in Strzelecki Ward, and 13 
candidates in Tarwin Valley Ward. 

The ballot draws were held shortly after the close of 
nominations on 20 September 2016 to determine 
the order of candidates’ names on the ballot papers 
(see Appendix 5). 

Further information about the candidates, including 
candidate statements and photographs (where 
lodged), is available at Appendix 6. 

Candidate questionnaire 

In addition to a statement and photograph, 
candidates were able to lodge their answers to a set 
of prescribed questions in accordance with the 
Regulations. The Returning Officer accepted 
questionnaire submissions lodged by 31 of the 32 
candidates at the election. 

Voters could access candidates’ answers to the 
candidate questionnaire through the VEC website, 
or by requesting a hardcopy from the Returning 
Officer. 

Voting  

Early votes 

The Returning Officer may issue an early vote upon 
request by an enrolled voter if the request is 
reasonable. Requests for early votes could be 
processed from 21 September 2016, the day after 
nominations closed, until the general mail out. Due 
to the timing for early votes, some early voters may 
not have had access to the candidates’ statements, 
photographs, or candidate questionnaires. 

The Returning Officer issued 19 early votes. 

General mail out  

The VEC mailed out 28,745 ballot packs between 4 
October 2016 and 6 October 2016. This included 
one ballot pack that was redirected to an alternative 
address by a voter that had applied to redirect their 
ballot pack before 15 September 2016. 

In accordance with the Regulations, no more than 
35 percent of ballot packs were mailed out on any 
one day during the mail out period. All ballot packs 
were mailed out using Australia Post’s priority paid 
service. 

Refer to Appendix 7 for a daily breakdown of the 
ballot packs mailed out on each day during the 
general mail out. 

Following the general mail out, the Returning Officer 
also issued 282 replacement ballot packs to 
enrolled voters that advised they had not received, 
destroyed, or spoilt their general mail out ballot 
pack. 

Unenrolled declaration votes  

Unenrolled declaration votes were issued to 
persons that did not receive a ballot pack and 
whose name could not be found on the voters’ roll 
and who believed that they were entitled to be 
enrolled for the election. The unenrolled ballot pack 
includes a declaration that was required to be 
completed by the person to be assessed by the 
Returning Officer prior to admitting the ballot pack 
for counting. 

The Returning Officer issued  25 unenrolled 
declaration votes and 21 were admitted to the 
count. 

Return of ballot paper envelopes  

Completed ballot paper envelopes returned inside 
the reply-paid envelopes were returned using 
Australia Post’s priority paid service. The VEC’s 
arrangements with Australia Post allowed returned 
mail to be pre-sorted and could be collected by the 
Returning Officer or delivered to the election office 
from a nearby postal facility or distribution centre. 

The Returning Officer received 18,897 returned 
ballot paper envelopes through the post by the 
close of voting at 6.00 pm on 21 October 2016. 

For the 2016 local government elections, the 
Regulations allowed for the Returning Officer to 
admit returned ballot paper envelopes received by 
post before 12 noon on 28 October 2016 if satisfied 
that the vote had been posted prior to the close of 
voting. The Returning Officer received 4,455 
returned ballot paper envelopes during the 
extended postal vote receipt period. 

In total, the Returning Officer admitted 23,043 ballot 
paper envelopes to the extraction and counting 
process. Any ballot paper envelopes not signed by 
the voter or, in the case of unenrolled declaration 
votes, where an entitlement was not found for the 
person, were set aside and not admitted to the 
extraction and count. 
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By the close of voting, 308 ballot packs had been 
returned to the Returning Officer as return-to-
sender mail. Most of this mail was due to the 
addressee having left the address. 

Results 

Extraction 

Following the close of voting, the extraction of ballot 
papers occurred at the election office beginning on  
24 October 2016. The extraction process involved 
separating the declaration flaps containing the 
voter’s details from each admitted ballot paper 
envelope, and then extracting the contents from the 
envelopes. This two-stage process maintains 
anonymity and ensures the number of envelopes is 
tracked for ongoing reconciliation. 

Any returned ballot paper envelopes found not to 
contain a regulation ballot paper or contained more 
than one ballot paper were required to be rejected 
and could not be counted. There were 79 returned 
ballot paper envelopes rejected during the 
extraction activity. 

Following the extraction of ballot papers from the 
returned ballot paper envelopes, a total of 22,964 
were submitted for counting. 

Counting 

Computer count 

Ballot papers for all wards were counted by 
computer data entry using the VEC’s computer 
counting application at Federation Training, 
Leongatha Campus, Nerrena Road, Leongatha. 
The application distributes preferences using the 
proportional representation method once data entry 
of ballot paper preferences is complete. The 
Returning Officer invited candidates and their 
scrutineers to attend an information session on the 
computer count process, which was held at 5.30 pm 
on 18 October 2016 at the Council Chambers, off 
Michael Place, Leongatha . 

Following the completion of data entry, the 
provisional results were calculated at the election 
office on Saturday 29 October, 2016 at 5.00pm . 
The provisional results were published to the VEC 
website as they became available. 

For a breakdown of the results by ward refer to 
Appendix 8. 

Declaration of results 

The results of the 2016 South Gippsland Shire 
Council general election were declared at 10.00 am 
on 2 November 2016 at the Council Chamber, 
Michael Place, Leongatha. 

The VEC website was updated following the 
declaration to reflect the elected candidates from 
the election. 

Election statistics 

Turnout 

As a percentage of the total enrolment for the 2016 
South Gippsland Shire Council general election, the 
number of ballot papers counted (formal and 
informal) was 79.89 percent. This is compared with 
an average turnout of 75.67 percent for all postal 
elections across the State at the 2016 local 
government elections (excluding Melbourne City 
Council). South Gippsland Shire Council recorded a 
turnout of 74.71 percent at its last general election 
in October 2012. 

Refer to Appendix 9 for further information on 
turnout, including a breakdown by enrolment 
category and by ward.  

Informality 

The informal vote recorded at the 2016 South 
Gippsland Shire Council general election was 4.27 
percent, compared with 6.06 percent for all postal 
elections across the State at the 2016 local 
government elections. South Gippsland Shire 
Council recorded an informal rate of 2.00 percent at 
its last general election in October 2012. 

Complaints  

Type of Complaints  

At local government elections, complaints generally 
fall into two broad categories: 

1. The conduct of participants in the election. 
 Complaints about the conduct of candidates and 

other participants in the election, at times 
alleging a breach of the LG Act or local laws. 

2. The administration of the election. 
 Complaints about the conduct of the election 

and services to voters. 
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The majority of complaints at the 2016 local 
government elections were related to category one, 
often where the complainant alleged inappropriate 
or illegal action by another person or group 
associated with the election. 

Complaints process  

The VEC operated a streamlined complaints 
process that had been developed in consultation 
with local councils and enforcement agencies. The 
process required complaints to be lodged, in writing, 
and was processed through the VEC’s head office 
in Melbourne. 

Each complaint was evaluated and an appropriate 
course of action was determined. Complaints 
alleging a breach of the LG Act, for example, were 
forwarded to the Local Government Investigations 
and Compliance Inspectorate. Complaints about the 
VEC’s services or the behaviour or actions of VEC 
staff and election officials were the responsibility of 
the VEC. In these cases, the VEC investigated the 
matter and determined the most appropriate 
response. 

Complaints received  

The VEC received nine written complaints in 
relation to the 2016 South Gippsland Shire Council 
general election. Three complaints were in relation 
to the administration of the election and the other 
six related to a possible breach of the LG Act. 

Post-election activities  

Storage of election material  

All records from the election are required to be kept 
by the VEC safely and secretly in accordance with 
Regulation 117 of the Regulations. 

Refund of nomination fee  

Nomination fees were refunded to eligible 
candidates in December 2016. Eligible candidates 
included those who were elected or who received at 
least four percent of the first preference vote. Any 
forfeited nomination fees were remitted to South 
Gippsland Shire Council in December 2016. 

Courts and tribunals  

There were no applications to the Municipal 
Electoral Tribunal disputing the results of the 2016 
South Gippsland Shire Council general election.  

Non-voter follow up  

In accordance with Division 7 of Part 3 of the LG 
Act, the VEC has commenced its compulsory voting 
enforcement following the 2016 local government 
elections. Any person who was required to vote at 
the 2016 South Gippsland Shire Council general 
election and failed to vote will be issued with an 
apparent failure-to-vote notice. A person who does 
not respond to that notice or does not provide a 
satisfactory response to the notice may be fined. 

Following the conclusion of the notices, the VEC will 
lodge the file of any remaining non-voters with the 
Infringements Court. A non-voter who is issued with 
a notice may also request for the matter to proceed 
directly to court. 

Evaluating the VEC’s services  

The VEC is committed to providing high quality 
election services to its local government clients. 
Through the VEC’s formal feedback and debriefing 
program, the VEC is able to gauge its performance 
and seek advice for future local government 
election projects. 

Feedback from South Gippsland Shire 
Council  

Through its contact officer at South Gippsland Shire 
Council, the VEC has invited feedback on its 
services. Further feedback may also be provided to 
the Local Government Program Manager by 
emailing LGProgram@vec.vic.gov.au. 

Internal debriefing activity 

The VEC has commenced its internal debriefing 
activity following the 2016 local government 
elections. 

In due course, the VEC will publish a consolidated 
report on its performance and key statistics from the 
elections. A copy of this report will be forwarded to 
South Gippsland Shire Council. 
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Schedule 1: Record of ballot papers 

South Gippsland Shire Council, Coastal-Promontory Ward election 

Ballot papers printed 

Victorian Electoral Commission 12,000 

Returning Officer 5 

Total 12,005 

 

Ballot papers issued 

General mail out 9,395 

Replacement votes 48 

Unenrolled declaration voters 4 

Spoilt Not applicable 

Unused 2,558 

Total 12,005 

 

Declarations returned 

General mail out admitted to the count 7,228 

Replacement votes admitted to the count 40 

Unenrolled declaration voters admitted to the count 4 

Returned declarations unable to admit to count 26 

Total 7,294 
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South Gippsland Shire Council, Strzelecki Ward election 

Ballot papers printed 

Victorian Electoral Commission 12,000 

Returning Officer 6 

Total 12,006 

 

Ballot papers issued 

General mail out 9,827 

Replacement votes 99 

Unenrolled declaration voters 9 

Spoilt Not applicable 

Unused 2,070 

Total 12,005 

 

Declarations returned 

General mail out admitted to the count 7,930 

Replacement votes admitted to the count 88 

Unenrolled declaration voters admitted to the count 7 

Returned declarations unable to admit to count 115 

Total 8,140 
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South Gippsland Shire Council, Tarwin Valley Ward election 

Ballot papers printed 

Victorian Electoral Commission 12,000 

Returning Officer 15 

Total 12,015 

 

Ballot papers issued 

General mail out 9,523 

Replacement votes 154 

Unenrolled declaration voters 12 

Spoilt Not applicable 

Unused 2,326 

Total 12,015 

 

Declarations returned 

General mail out admitted to the count 7,594 

Replacement votes admitted to the count 142 

Unenrolled declaration voters admitted to the count 10 

Returned declarations unable to admit to count 108 

Total 7,854 
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Schedule 2: Certification statement 

I certify that Schedule 1 of this report on the conduct of the 2016 South Gippsland Shire Council general election 
is a true and correct account of the number of ballot papers issued, returned and not used in this election. 

 

 
 

Warwick Gately AM 
Electoral Commissioner 
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Appendix 1: Breakdown of the voters’ roll 

South Gippsland Shire Council 

Whole of council enrolment 

Voters enrolled through an entitlement under section 12 of the LG Act 21,411 

Voters enrolled through entitlements under sections 13 – 16 of the LG Act 7,334 

Total 28,745 

 

Coastal-Promontory Ward election 

Voters enrolled through an entitlement under section 12 of the LG Act 4,182 

Voters enrolled through entitlements under sections 13 – 16 of the LG Act 5,213 

Coastal-Promontory Ward election total 9,395 

 

Strzelecki Ward election 

Voters enrolled through an entitlement under section 12 of the LG Act 8,706 

Voters enrolled through entitlements under sections 13 – 16 of the LG Act 1,120 

Strzelecki Ward election total 9,826 

 

Tarwin Valley Ward election 

Voters enrolled through an entitlement under section 12 of the LG Act 8,523 

Voters enrolled through entitlements under sections 13 – 16 of the LG Act 1,001 

Tarwin Valley Ward election total 9,524 
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Appendix 2: Public notices 

Schedule of public notices 

South Gippsland Shire Council election 

Notice of entitlement (see Appendix 2.1 for example) 

Wonthaggi South Gippsland Sentinel Times  9 August 2016 

The Great Southern Star 9 August 2016 

The Foster Mirror 10 August 2016 

Mirboo North Times  10 August 2016 

 

Notice of election (see Appendix 2.2 for example) 

Wonthaggi South Gippsland Sentinel Times 30 August 2016 

The Great Southern Star 30 August 2016 

The Foster Mirror 31 August 2016 

Mirboo North Times 31 August 2016 

 

Voting details notice (see Appendix 2.3 for example) 

Wonthaggi South Gippsland Sentinel Times  27 September 2016 

The Great Southern Star 27 September 2016 

The Foster Mirror 28 September 2016 

Mirboo North Times  28 September 2016 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



South Gippsland Shire Council Election Report | 2016 Local Government Elections  

14 
 

 

Reminder notice (see Appendix 2.4 for example) 

Wonthaggi South Gippsland Sentinel Times  18 October 2016 

The Great Southern Star 18 October 2016 

The Foster Mirror 19 October 2016 

Mirboo North Times  19 October 2016 

 

Notice of results (see Appendix 2.5 for example) 

Wonthaggi South Gippsland Sentinel Times  22 November 2016 

The Great Southern Star 22 November 2016 

The Foster Mirror 23 November 2016 

Mirboo North Times  23 November 2016 
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Appendix 2.1: Notice of entitlement for South Gippsland Shire Council 
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Appendix 2.2: Notice of election for South Gippsland Shire Council 
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Appendix 2.3: Voting details notice for South Gippsland Shire Council 
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Appendix 2.4: Reminder notice for South Gippsland Shire Council 
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Appendix 2.5: Notice of results for South Gippsland Shire Council 
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Appendix 3: Schedule of media releases and advisories 

South Gippsland Shire Council election-specific media releases and advisories 

Enrol to vote in the 2016 South Gippsland Shire Council elections 8 August 2016 

Last chance to enrol for the 2016 South Gippsland Shire Council elections 22 August 2016 

Call for candidates for the upcoming South Gippsland Shire Council elections 5 September 2016 

Ballot packs mailed this week for South Gippsland Shire Council elections 3 October 2016 

Voting closes soon for the South Gippsland Shire Council elections 17 October 2016 

Results information and invitation to the media: South Gippsland Shire Council 
(media advisory, not for publication) 24 October 2016 

Statewide media releases and advisories 

Victorians urged to enrol for upcoming council elections 8 August 2016 

Ground breaking app gives voters with a disability a voice 9 August 2016 

Older Australians urged to update enrolment for council elections 10 August 2016 

How young people can have their say in the upcoming council elections 10 August 2016 

Last chance to enrol for Victorian council elections 22 August 2016 

Enrolment closes tomorrow for October’s council elections 24 August 2016 

Nominations open soon for Victorian local council elections 5 September 2016 

Accessing candidate information for the 2016 Victorian local council elections 15 September 2016 

Nominations are in for the October council elections 20 September 2016 

Voting deadline this week 17 October 2016 

Results timeline for Victorian local council elections (media advisory, not for 
publication) 19 October 2016 
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Appendix 4: Daily telephone enquiries 

The following graph shows the number of telephone calls recorded by the election office telephone enquiry 
service as well as those received by the VEC’s overflow call centre and tagged as relating to South Gippsland 
Shire Council during the 2016 local government elections.  
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Appendix 5: Final list of candidates in ballot paper order 

South Gippsland Shire Council election 

Coastal-Promontory Ward election 

• OOSTERMEYER, Frank 

• WILSON, Jill Maree 

• SKINNER, Alyson 

• SHERRY, Matthew 

• DAVIES, Mohya 

• RICH, Jeremy Benjamin 

• HARDING, Jeanette 

• ARGENTO, Ray 

• MORFUNI, Vincent Alfonso 

 

Strzelecki Ward election 

• McEWEN, Andrew 

• PEPPER, Viv 

• BRUNT, Lorraine Mary 

• WANLESS, David A. 

• NICHOLAS, Ian 

• NEWTON, Robert 

• BROWN, Aaron 

• HIRST, Frank 

• FORBES, Jim 

• AMOR, David 
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Tarwin Valley Ward election 

• HEATH, Graeme Fredrick 

• MURPHY, Philip 

• TOD, Di 

• HUTCHINSON-BROOKS, Nigel 

• FINLAY, Steve 

• WINKLER, Graeme Max 

• COUSIN, Rosemary Anne 

• KIEL, Maxine 

• CORCORAN, Ben 

• HILL, Don 

• WHITE, Kim 

• FAWCETT, James D. 

• EDWARDS, Meg 
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Appendix 6: Candidates’ statements and photographs 

South Gippsland Shire Council election 

Coastal-Promontory Ward election (see Appendix 6.1 for candidate statement leaflet)  

Total number of candidates at close 
of nominations 

Number of candidates that  
lodged a candidate statement 

Number of candidates that  
lodged a candidate photograph 

9 9 9 

 

Strzelecki Ward election (see Appendix 6.2 for candidate statement leaflet) 

Total number of candidates at close 
of nominations 

Number of candidates that  
lodged a candidate statement 

Number of candidates that  
lodged a candidate photograph 

10 10 10 

 

Tarwin Valley Ward election (see Appendix 6.3 for candidate statement leaflet) 

Total number of candidates at close 
of nominations 

Number of candidates that  
lodged a candidate statement 

Number of candidates that  
lodged a candidate photograph 

13 13 13 

 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



South Gippsland Shire Council Election Report | 2016 Local Government Elections  

25 
 

Appendix 6.1: Candidate statement leaflet for Coastal-Promontory Ward election 
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Appendix 6.2: Candidate statement leaflet for Strzelecki Ward election 
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Appendix 6.3: Candidate statement leaflet for Tarwin Valley Ward election 
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Appendix 7: Daily breakdown of the general mail out 

South Gippsland Shire Council election 

Whole of council general mail out 

4 October 2016 5 October 2016 6 October 2016 Total 

9,773 9,773 9,199 28,745 

 

Coastal-Promontory Ward election 

4 October 2016 5 October 2016 6 October 2016 Total 

3,194 3,194 3,007 9,395 

 

Strzelecki Ward election 

4 October 2016 5 October 2016 6 October 2016 Total 

3,341 3,341 3,145 9,827 

 

Tarwin Valley Ward election 

4 October 2016 5 October 2016 6 October 2016 Total 

3,238 3,238 3,047 9,523 
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Appendix 8: Result information 

South Gippsland Shire Council election 

Coastal-Promontory Ward election 

Enrolment:  9,395  

Formal votes:  6,981  

Informal votes:  259 (3.58% of the total ballot papers)   

Voter turnout:  7,240 (77.06% of the total enrolment)  

Candidates (in ballot paper order) First preference votes Percentage 

OOSTERMEYER, Frank 463 6.63% 

WILSON, Jill Maree 435 6.23% 

SKINNER, Alyson 1,128 16.16% 

SHERRY, Matthew 507 7.26% 

DAVIES, Mohya 918 13.15% 

RICH, Jeremy Benjamin 858 12.29% 

HARDING, Jeanette 569 8.15% 

ARGENTO, Ray 1,127 16.14% 

MORFUNI, Vincent Alfonso 976 13.98% 

Successful candidates 

• SKINNER, Alyson (1st elected candidate) 

• ARGENTO, Ray (2nd elected candidate) 

• RICH, Jeremy Benjamin (3rd elected candidate) 
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Strzelecki Ward election 

Enrolment:  9,826  

Formal votes:  7,674  

Informal votes:  330 (4.12% of the total ballot papers)   

Voter turnout:  8,004 (81.46% of the total enrolment)  

Candidates (in ballot paper order) First preference votes Percentage 

McEWEN, Andrew 1,679 21.88% 

PEPPER, Viv 300 3.91% 

BRUNT, Lorraine Mary 1,036 13.50% 

WANLESS, David A. 391 5.10% 

NICHOLAS, Ian 551 7.18% 

NEWTON, Robert 1,192 15.53% 

BROWN, Aaron 749 9.76% 

HIRST, Frank 701 9.13% 

FORBES, Jim 325 4.24% 

AMOR, David 750 9.77% 

Successful candidates 

• McEWEN, Andrew (1st elected candidate) 

• BROWN, Aaron (2nd elected candidate) 

• BRUNT, Lorraine Mary (3rd elected candidate) 
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Tarwin Valley Ward election 

Enrolment:  9,524  

Formal votes:  7,329  

Informal votes:  391 (5.06% of the total votes)  

Voter turnout:  7,720 (81.06% of the total enrolment  

Candidates (in ballot paper order) First preference votes Percentage 

HEATH, Graeme Fredrick 345 4.71% 

MURPHY, Philip 263 3.59% 

TOD, Di 199 2.72% 

HUTCHINSON-BROOKS, Nigel 558 7.61% 

FINLAY, Steve 251 3.42% 

WINKLER, Graeme Max 530 7.23% 

COUSIN, Rosemary Anne 432 5.89% 

KIEL, Maxine 1,385 18.90% 

CORCORAN, Ben 395 5.39% 

HILL, Don 1,263 17.23% 

WHITE, Kim 235 3.21% 

FAWCETT, James D. 712 9.71% 

EDWARDS, Meg 761 10.38% 

Successful candidates 

• HILL, Don  (1st elected candidate) 

• KIEL, Maxine (2nd elected candidate) 

• EDWARDS, Meg (3rd elected candidate) 
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Appendix 9: Election participation statistics 

South Gippsland Shire Council election 

Whole of council turnout 

Enrolment category 
Participation 

Note participation records marks 
on roll and can vary from turnout 

(total ballot papers counted) 

Statewide postal election 
comparator for  

2016 LG elections  
(excl. Melbourne City Council) 

Voters enrolled through section 12 of the LG Act 84.26% 78.51% 

• aged 18 to 69 years old on election day 84.05% 78.28% 

• aged 70 years and over on election day 85.09% 79.73% 

Voters enrolled through sections 13 – 16 of the LG Act 71.04% 55.54% 

Council total 80.89% 75.67% 

 

Coastal-Promontory Ward election 

Enrolment category 
Participation 

Note participation records marks 
on roll and can vary from turnout 

(total ballot papers counted) 

Statewide postal election 
comparator for  

2016 LG elections  
(excl. Melbourne City Council) 

Voters enrolled through section 12 of the LG Act 84.23% 78.51% 

• aged 18 to 69 years old on election day 83.80% 78.28% 

• aged 70 years and over on election day 85.47% 79.73% 

Voters enrolled through sections 13 – 16 of the LG Act 73.42% 55.54% 

Coastal-Promontory Ward election total 78.23% 75.67% 
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Strzelecki Ward election 

Enrolment category 
Participation 

Note participation records marks 
on roll and can vary from turnout 

(total ballot papers counted) 

Statewide postal election 
comparator for  

2016 LG elections  
(excl. Melbourne City Council) 

Voters enrolled through section 12 of the LG Act 84.57% 78.51% 

• aged 18 to 69 years old on election day 84.45% 78.28% 

• aged 70 years and over on election day 85.17% 79.73% 

Voters enrolled through sections 13 – 16 of the LG Act 65.00% 55.54% 

Strzelecki Ward election total 82.34% 75.67% 

 

Tarwin Valley Ward election 

Enrolment category 
Participation 

Note participation records marks 
on roll and can vary from turnout 

(total ballot papers counted) 

Statewide postal election 
comparator for  

2016 LG elections  
(excl. Melbourne City Council) 

Voters enrolled through section 12 of the LG Act 83.95% 78.51% 

• aged 18 to 69 years old on election day 83.73% 78.28% 

• aged 70 years and over on election day 84.79% 79.73% 

Voters enrolled through sections 13 – 16 of the LG Act 65.43% 55.54% 

Tarwin Valley Ward election total 82.00% 75.67% 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank 

 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank 

 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank 

 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



 

 

 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 5.5.1 Agenda - 26 April 2017

Ordinary Meeting of Council No. 411 - 26 April 2017




