
Revised Council Plan Submission Responses 2017 - 2021 

ID Number 
CP = Council 

Plan

Elected 
to 

Speak? 

Speaking 
Timeslot 

Submitter Name 
(click on name to 
 view submission) 

Submission Title 

CP05 Yes 10.50am Tony Walker (Prom Coast Climate Action) 
The Prom Coast Climate Action Group submission asks Council in reviewing the Revised Council Plan 2017 - 2021 include 
developing and implementing a Climate Emergency Response by developing a new Climate Emergency Response Plan which 
will guide Council's climate emergency challenges over 12 months and for inclusion at all levels of Council operations and 
activities. 

CP01 Yes 11.00am Dr Moragh Mackay (Chair Energy Innovation Co-
operative Ltd 

Request to amendments to the Revised Council 2017 - 2021  as proposed by the Energy Innovation Cooperative 

CP04 Yes 11.20am John McCombe and representative Lindsay Love 
(South Gippsland Action Group) 

Council to honour the commitment to reduce the rates by 3% and follow through by embracing the 'Growth for Reduced Rates' 
plan. 

Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission responses 
ID Number 

AB = Annual 
Budget

Elected 
to Speak 

Speaking time 
Slot 

Submitter Name Submission Title 

AB06 Yes 11.00am Dr Moragh Mackay (Chair Energy Innovation Co-
operative Ltd South Gippsland Shire Council and Energy Innovation Cooperative Limited Partnership Proposal 

AB10 Yes 11.10am Craig Kenny and Anne Lewis 
Submitter would like various requests to be considered in their submission. 

AB13 Yes 11.20am John McCombe or Representative Lindsay Love 
(South Gippsland Action Group) Growth for Rates Reduction and Growth for Reduced Rates to be considered for Exhibition and Equestrian Centre in Stony 

Creek. 

AB15 Yes 11.30am Shirley Cowling (on behalf of President Brian 
Enbom) Jumbunna Public Hall Committee 

Sealing Jumbunna Hall Car Park 

AB03 Yes 11.40am Charles Price 
Objection to the Bair Street Redevelopment Upgrade / Precinct. 

AB16 Yes 11.50am Paul Katsieris Origami (on Behalf of the Walkerville 
Ratepayers Association 

Acacia Way, Walkerville Path and Sealing Walkerville South Road and Drainage 

AB18 Yes 12.00pm Ross Barnacle (President) Loch Community 
Development Association 

There is a list of works that should be commenced ahead of any planned streetscape works in Loch. 

AB14 Yes 12.10pm Fred Weight 
24 hour Boat Launching Facilities at 'The Landing' on  Stockyard Creek 
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Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission responses 
ID Number 

AB = Annual 
Budget 

Elected 
to Speak 

Speaking time 
Slot 

Submitter Name Submission Title 

AB17 Yes 12.20pm Ralph Gallagher Submitter has multiple questions with respect to the Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget. 

AB07 Yes 12.30pm Sharon Turton Sealing Clancys Road, Korumburra and Gravel to Seal Program Funding. 
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Submission CP01– Dr Moragh Mackay (Chair Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd - 

Request to amendments to the Revised Council 2017 - 2021 as proposed by the 

Energy Innovation Cooperative.  

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
 

 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 1.1 Develop a vision for the future growth and development of 
the Shire in partnership with the community. 
Strategic Objective 2.1.1 Where appropriate support the community groups to achieve projects 
they have ownership of and want to progress. 
Strategic Objective 2.1.2 Investigate opportunities to consider a model for community self-
determination to facilitate working in partnership with the community. 
  

 

 

 

15/4/2019 

 

Section 223 Submission: 

From Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd to South Gippsland Shire Council re: 

The “Revised Council Plan 2017-2021”, with additional related item for “Proposed 2019-20 Annual Budget”. 

Our proposals for amendment: 

1. The Vision (Revised Council Plan 2017-2021) 
 

The first strategic objective of the current Council Plan (Strengthen Economic Growth and Prosperity) is “to 

develop a vision for the future growth and development of the Shire in partnership with the community” 

(p11) with a “major initiative” outlined for 2017-18 listed as “developing a Vision 2040 for the Shire.” 

(p12) 

 

We propose for your consideration a Vision which 

 

 identifies a coherent path for Council 

 sits above the existing list of Council’s strategic objectives, and provides guidance 

for choosing the most appropriate actions to take to achieve each objective 

 makes it easier to clearly identify tangible goals and deliberate outcomes in every sector 

of Council activity through a cohesive “lens”. 

 allows for business and community led initiatives, with all sectors working both together 

and separately towards our shared future. Council cannot achieve enough alone. 

 fits within identified state government targets, goals and planned outcomes. 

 is a Vision which could take us through to 2040. 

 can and should be already working in the years between 2019-2021. 
 

 Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget and Revised 2017-2021 Council 

Plan Submissions 

 Return to 
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We believe the current Revised Council Plan 2017-2021 should be amended to begin that path. 

 South Gippsland already has a “clean, green, environmentally conscious, food-production,

agriculture and tourism” reality, reputation and self-perception.

 South Gippslanders already have a strong sense of local community, with demonstrated

capacities to work together in each town, small village or area on locally identified priorities and

activities.

 South Gippsland and its people live within financial constraints. We have to take small steps

in a financially responsible way.

 Whilst the Energy Innovation Co-operative would like to encourage South Gippsland Shire to set

clear community emissions reduction targets, we recognise that Council may not yet be ready

for such specificity.

Our proposal: Visioning South Gippsland as “an innovative, collaborative community moving towards an 

environmentally, financially and socially sustainable low carbon future” would: 

 build on these known, already existing characteristics, reputation and self-perception.

 enable a true recognition of the climate-changed world we are already inhabiting, which is

already having significant impacts on many aspects of our local physical, business and

community experience.

 provide a lens through which to set appropriate targets and priorities across all areas of

Council activity.

 acknowledge that Council cannot achieve, or lead, all the changes which need to be made, on

its own. But it can facilitate community and business directed action, and assist where it has

the capacity to do so.

PLUS: 
2. The Energy Innovation Co-operative has a specific proposal for an additional initiative that we ask to

have included into the Revised Council Plan and budget. See attached document below.

The section of the Revised Council Plan for this proposal to fit within, is: 

(quoting from existing plan P17) 

‘’Build Strong partnerships, strengthen Arts and Culture and deliver equitable outcomes 

Strategic Objectives: 

2.1 Update and implement strategies for community strengthening and engagement. 

 2.1.1 Where appropriate support community groups to achieve projects they
have ownership of and want to progress

 2.1.2 Investigate opportunities to consider a model for community self
determination to facilitate working in partnership with the community”.

NB There are currently no initiatives outlined to meet these objectives in 2018-19, 2019-20, or 2020-21 
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We ask Council to approve the addition of the proposal attached on page 3 below, into the Revised 

Council Plan as an initiative which will address objective 2.1, including both 2.1.1 and 2.1.2. above over 

an initial 3 years. 

 

 The model of community self-determination, community project design and delivery which the 

Co-op initiated and is co-ordinating on Phillip Island, and which we seek to initially pilot in 

Korumburra, is innovative, collaborative, begins with the groups and activities which are already 

working and builds on them to achieve community-directed outcomes. 

 

 The Energy Innovation Co-operative has the skills, the structures and the organisational capacity 

to facilitate this model, and we seek to work with South Gippsland Shire to develop it further, 

this time within South Gippsland. 

 

 Value adding, by bringing in additional funds from outside this area, is an important feature of our 

intention and practice, as is utilising local business wherever possible. If we are able to gain a 

funding contribution from South Gippsland Shire, as well as from Bass Coast Shire, obtaining that 

value-add becomes more feasible. 

 

We look forward to discussing these two proposals with Councillors as soon as practicable. We request 

the opportunity for a direct hearing with Councillors regarding this submission. 

 

See proposal and budget item below………. 

 

Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd and South 

Gippsland Shire Council. Proposal: 

We propose a partnership between the Council and Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd 
(The Co-op), to support the Co-op’s “Totally Renewable Communities Initiative”, a 
collaborative, community- directed, Council-supported approach to reducing community 
carbon emissions, including  promoting community owned renewable energy generation. 

 

In Bass Coast, this initiative is being trialled, and is well underway, with Bass Coast 
Council support, on Phillip Island. 

 A 2019-2020 Bass Coast budget submission has been put forward for 
an annual allocation each year for three years which will support the 
continuation of the largely volunteer work currently happening on 
Phillip Island, and begin the community conversations within the 
Waterline communities. This follows from a Council motion passed in 
Dec. 2018. 

 

In South Gippsland, early community discussions have been held within the Korumburra 
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community and it is proposed that the first South Gippsland Shire trial community be 
Korumburra and surrounds. 

It is proposed: 

1. That Council incorporate in its Council plan a commitment to support the Energy
Innovation Co-operative to pilot the collaborative development and
implementation of a community carbon emissions reduction target, strategy and
actions with community groups, individuals, businesses and organisations in and
around Korumburra.

2. That a key action is developing an MOU with the Energy Innovation Coop to
outline the project and relationships.

3. That Council budget allocate $30k annually for an initial three years, to the

Energy Innovation Co-op to support the progressive implementation of a

collaborative, community- directed, Council-supported approach to reducing

community carbon emissions, initially in Korumburra and later other

communities.

NB: Value for money: Further funding continues to be sought and gained by the Co-op, 

from a range of government and philanthropic sources. A Council allocation will 

greatly help in that endeavour. The overall objective is to, step by step across both 

shires, achieve community-directed, Council-supported collaborations which work 

towards zero-net emissions communities across Bass Coast, South Gippsland and 

beyond. 

Background 

1. The Energy Innovation Co-op provides co-ordination for the “Totally Renewable
Phillip Island” collaboration, which it began with Phillip Island Community and
Learning Centre, Plastic Bag Free PI & San Remo, Phillip Island Landcare,
Boomerang Bags, PI Conservation Society, Bimbadeen and Bass Coast Shire
Councillors Pamela Rothfield and Michael Whelan.

2. Through consultation, public meetings and a facilitated planning process, a
community “net zero emissions by 2030” target was adopted for Phillip Island,
and strategy developed. Further groups, businesses and organisations joined,
including Bass Coast Council, Phillip Island Nature Park, Westernport Water,
The Vietnam Veterans Museum and many other businesses.

3. Six work groups were established and are now working as part of the strategy:
Renewable Energy, Education, Soil Carbon, Transport, Food/ Waste, and Co-
ordination (monitoring & measurement).

4. The Co-op undertook some early discussions with a range of groups in
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Korumburra in 2018 with an eye to beginning a similar collaborative process in 
Korumburra. 

 

5. There has been an interest in the proposal with groups approached so far, 
including the Thestation@Korumburra Group, Grow Lightly, sustainability 
focussed- businesses and KBA. Further detailed consultations with them and 
with more groups and businesses are needed. 

 

6. The Energy Innovation Co-op worked with the CEO of South Gippsland Shire in 
2018 to develop a MOU on working together to promote community and business 
renewable energy and a low carbon future. His suggestion was for the lower 
amount listed in the prepared draft MOU which is attached. After further 
community discussions we would request the larger amount for your 
consideration. 

 

Related Energy Innovation Co-operative Activities. 
 

7. The Energy Innovation Co-operative has the contract to develop a Renewable 
Energy Roadmap for Bass Coast and South Gippsland, leading to a high-level 
version for the whole  of Gippsland which it will also deliver. Part of this work will 
involve studying the local level of renewable energy generation, and appetite for 
further development, as well as engaging in a study of grid capacity to manage 
that development. 

 

8. The Co-op has presented a proposal that it be selected and funded as a 
Community Power Hub as per a policy of a prospective Federal Labor 
Government. South Gippsland Shire tendered a letter of support for that 
proposal. 

 

9. The Co-op now has the legal structure, draft legal documentation and on-line 
mechanisms to raise funds from local investors wanting to invest in local 
community energy solar or wind generation projects. Taking this capacity to 
project delivery is intended as part of the  “Totally Renewable Communities” 
initiative. 

 

10. The Co-op is developing an on-line tool for a “Smart buy” of batteries and solar 
to make it easy for households to install solar and batteries, using vetted local 
companies and businesses, and quality materials. This will also be incorporated 
into the “Totally Renewable Communities” activities. 

 

11. The Co-op is an organisational member of a Co-operative (Co-operative Power) 

which is moving towards becoming a community owned electricity retailer. An 

initial electricity retail 
 

offering will be available later in 2019 as part of the “Totally Renewable 
Communities” activities. 
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12. The Co-op’s Southern CORE (Community Owned Renewable Energy) Fund,
which is already  in operation, has some (still limited) capacity to support
community groups to install solar on the buildings they manage. Additional
funding is required to fund the energy assessments/ feasibility studies required
before allocation of funding.

 The Co-operative’s 90 kW solar & 45kW battery storage installation at the
State Coal Mine Wonthaggi will provide an ongoing income into that Fund,
for projects across Bass Coast and South Gippsland Shires and beyond.

13. The Co-op has a clear commitment to work with local businesses to capitalise
on business and employment opportunities in the transition to renewable
energy and a low carbon economy.

We ask for Council’s consideration for this proposal as an addition to the Council plan 

and budget for the 2019-2020 budget. 

Dr Moragh Mackay 

Chair Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd. 
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Submission CP04 – John McCombe Representative Lindsay Love (South Gippsland 

Action Group - Council to honour the commitment to reduce the rates by 3% and 

follow through by embracing the 'Growth for Reduced Rates' plan. 

Speaking to Submission – Yes 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 4.3 Develop a ten year ‘Sustainable Cost Reduction Strategy’ 

based on improved operational efficiencies and population growth, to be utilised for value  for 

money service improvements, better infrastructure and / or rate reductions. 

Return to 

top 
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Please note: 
A petition to support this submission was prepared during the public exhibition period and 

delivered to the Council on 6 May 2019.  As it was received after the closing date, it is 

proposed they be presented at the Special Meeting of Council on 29 May 2019 for Council 

to resolve it needs to be tabled and dealt with as an attachment to the respective 

submission.  Clause 102 (b) of Local Law No.3 2010, allows the Council to deal with a 

petition earlier than the next Ordinary Meeting as follows: 
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“Clause 102(b) A petition or joint letter presented to the Council must lay on the table until 
the next ordinary meeting of the Council and no motion, other than to receive the petition or 
joint letter, may be accepted by the Chair unless the Council agrees to deal with it earlier.” 
As the next Ordinary Meeting, will be held after the Special Meeting to ‘consider and decide’ 
on submissions, it is recommended the petition be brought to the Special Meeting to be 
considered with John McCombe’s Proposed Council Plan submission.   The petition prayer 
"South Gippsland Shire Council is to set rates this year at a level that honours the 
commitment made last year to an overall 3% rate reduction by 2021".  This had 432 
signatures, 365 within the South Gippsland Shire (Shire), 9 outside of the Shire, 28 invalid 
and 1 perceived conflict of interest of a Councillor.  
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Submission CP05 – Tony Walker (Prom Coast Climate Action Group) –Implement a 

Climate Emergency Response by developing a new Climate Emergency Response 

Plan which will guide Council's climate emergency challenges over 12 months and 

for inclusion at all levels of Council operations and activities. 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
 

Council Plan – Strategic Objective 3.2 – Facilitate community and business renewable energy 
programs and sustainable practices to reduce the Shire’s carbon footprint. 
 

To the Chief Executive Officer  

Submission Re: South Gippsland Shire Council Plan 2017-2021 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this submission to Council. 

ACF Prom Area Climate Action (PACA) is part of a network of independently organised, 

volunteer-run climate action groups in the Australian Conservation Foundation community. 

We request that South Gippsland Shire Council open a dialogue with the community to 

begin a process of declaring a Climate Emergency and initiating a shire-wide mobilisation 

through a formal program of actions that the Council will undertake, that are linked into the 

overall Council Plan.  

We request that Council commit to reviewing the Council Plan with a view to developing 

and implementing a climate emergency response by Council, in collaboration with the 

South Gippsland community, as its highest priority, including the development of a new 

Climate Emergency Plan to guide the emergency response by Council at all levels of 

Council operations and activities.  

We expect this to be a process that will take place over a 12-month period, with a view to 

Council having a fully developed Climate Emergency Plan, established by Council to 

accelerate sustained and meaningful action to engage with the climate emergency 

challenge. 

 As background, The State of the climate 2018 report produced by the Bureau of 

Meteorology and the CSIRO states that Australia’s climate has warmed by over 1℃ since 

1910, leading to increased extreme heat events, decreased cool-season rainfall in 

agricultural areas and decreased stream flows in southern Australia. 

The changing pattern of local rainfall over a 130-year period in Foster is evidence of the 

impact of this changing climate. There has been close to a 25 per cent decline in rainfall 

over the period – around 30mm per decade. This must lead us to wonder what might the 

rainfall be like in 20, 40- or 60-years’ time, and what impacts might that have on 

agricultural production, and thus on farm profitability and the regional economy and 

liveability? 

The Australian economy will be heavily affected by the changing climate. Some of these 

impacts may be slow to manifest and some relatively easy to adapt to. There may even be 

Return to 
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new economic opportunities arising from climate change. But other effects will be intense, 

insidious and disruptive across all sections of our economy and society. 

As the Australian government’s Department of Climate and Energy states, Primary 

industries, such as agriculture, forestry and fisheries, are highly sensitive to weather 

extremes and variations in climate. Climate change presents new challenges in some 

locations and industries, while presenting new opportunities in others. Over the coming 

decades, projected climate change is likely to increase productivity risks for agriculture, 

forestry and fisheries in different ways: 

 The increased frequency of drought conditions in southern Australia has the 
potential to affect agricultural yields. 

 Increasing temperatures and more frequent extreme heat events are likely to place 
livestock at greater risk of heat stress, reducing livestock productivity and 
reproductive rates. 

 Crops and horticulture are facing changes in growing season and changed 
frequency and intensity of heatwaves and storms. 

 
The Department also states that human health is linked with environmental factors such as 

temperature, and air and water quality. Australia’s greatest health threats from climate 

change are expected to come from extreme weather events (such as heatwaves), rising 

temperatures and the changing variability of rainfall. The increasing frequency and 

intensity of heatwaves and other extreme weather events poses risks to human health, 

including injuries, disease and death, and disruption to health services. Drought has been 

linked to decreased mental health, particularly in rural communities. 

Planning for these impacts is critical to the interests of the South Gippsland Community. 

Yet, within the entire South Gippsland Shire Council’s Revised Council Plan 2017-2021, we 

note that “Climate Change” is mentioned only once - under Council’s Strategic Objective 1, 

Strengthen Economic Growth & Prosperity, (p. 10), Council commits to “…consider(s) 

climate change…” 

The South Gippsland community knows that Council can and must do much more than 

merely consider climate change. We look forward to working with Council and the South 

Gippsland community through a process of revising the Council Plan to prioritise a climate 

emergency response within the Plan. 

We look to Council to provide clear leadership and make the right decisions on formulating 

a collaborative path to an appropriate response to this overwhelmingly serious and urgent 

issue. The benefits to Council are clear; they lie in the benefits to the broader community.  

Please note that, should there be the opportunity, we would want to make a presentation to 

Council in support of this submission.  

26 April, 2019. 

--END-- 

Proposed Annual Budget 2019/20 Submission Responses 
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Submission AB03 – Charles Price – Objection to the Bair Street Redevelopment 

Upgrade / Precinct 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 

Please note the submission by Charles Price on the Rating Strategy was retracted 
and the only part of this submission now relates to Bair Street Redevelopment. 
 

To who it may concern. I wish to put forward a submission to Council in relation to the 

current rating strategy. I believe that the council should include this item in the strategy. 

 

5. Waiver 

In section 171 of the Local Government Act 1989, for sub-sections (1), (2) and (3) substitute— 

"(1) The Council may waive the whole or part of any rate or charge or interest in relation to— 

(a) an eligible recipient under subsection (4); or 

(b) any other class of persons determined by the Council for the purpose of waiving rates or 

charges on the grounds of financial hardship.171A. Waiver by application—financial hardship 

(1) A person who— 

(a) is suffering financial hardship; or 

(b) would suffer financial hardship if that person paid the full amount of a rate or charge for which 

he or she is liable may apply to a Council for the waiver of the whole or part of any rate or charge 

or of any interest imposed for late payment. 

(2) The Council may require the applicant— 

(a) to give further particulars; or 

(b) to verify particulars in relation to the application. 

(3) The Council may grant an application if the Council is satisfied that the applicant is a person 

who is suffering financial hardship if that person paid the full amount of the rate or charge for 

which he or she is liable. 

(4) A person who— 

(a) gives to a Council any information which is false or misleading in any material particular in 

respect of an application under this section; . 

 

I also believe that the council decision in approving the redevelopment of The bair st 

precinct , and using rate payers money to do this amount to Corporate Socialism. What 

benefit is this to the ratepayer? 

 

Yours sincerely 

Charles Price 
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Submission AB06 – Dr Moragh Mackay (Chair Energy Innovation Co-operative Ltd - 

South Gippsland Shire Council and Energy Innovation Cooperative Limited 

Partnership Proposal. 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB07 – Sharon Turton - Sealing Clancys Road, Korumburra and Gravel 

to Seal Program Funding. 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
 

Attention: Chief Executive Officer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I write to request that council please consider allocating funds within their upcoming 2019/20 

Annual Budget for unsealed South Gippsland Country Roads.  Our gravel roads are in extreme need 

of repair/sealing, due to their very poor condition. 

I ask that the council please consider the importance in funding the 'Gravel to Seal' program within 

their budget, so that roads like our Clancys Road, Korumburra can become a much safer Road for 

everyone to travel on. The below names are residents of Clancys Road, Korumburra who stress their 

concerns about the state of Country Roads in our South Gippsland Shire area. 

55 names were listed as permanent resident drivers on Clancy’s Road (gravel section only) in support 
of this submission. 
 
Please consider this request as high priority for the future of our Country roads. 
 
I look forward to your reply. 
 
kind regards 

 

Sharon Turton 

 
Sharon Turton 
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Submission AB10 – Craig Kenny and Anne Lewis - Submitter would like various 

requests to be considered in their submission. 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB13 – John McCombe – South Gippsland Action Group  - Growth for 

Rates Reduction and Growth for Reduced Rates to be considered for Exhibition and 

Equestrian Centre in Stony Creek. 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB14 – Fred Weight - 24 hour Boat Launching Facilities at 'The 

Landing' on Stockyard Creek 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB15 – Shirley Cowling – Jumbunna Public Hall Committee - Sealing 

Jumbunna Hall Car Park 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Please note: 

A petition to support this submission was prepared during the public exhibition 

period and delivered to the Council on 27 April 2019.  As it was received after the 

closing date, it is proposed they be presented at the Special Meeting of Council on 

29 May 2019 for Council to resolve it needs to be tabled and dealt with as an 

attachment to the respective submission.  Clause 102 (b) of Local Law No.3 2010, 

allows the Council to deal with a petition earlier than the next Ordinary Meeting as 

follows: 

“Clause 102(b) A petition or joint letter presented to the Council must lay on the 
table until the next ordinary meeting of the Council and no motion, other than to 
receive the petition or joint letter, may be accepted by the Chair unless the Council 
agrees to deal with it earlier.” 
 
As the next Ordinary Meeting, will be held after the Special Meeting to ‘consider and 

decide’ on submissions, it is recommended the petition be brought to the Special 

Meeting to be considered with Shirley Cowling’s Proposed Annual Budget 

submission.    

The petition prayer "Request the Shire to include in their budget to bitumen the 

roadside outside the Jumbunna Hall to make it safe for vehicles to park and reverse 

safely to enter the roadway, while improving the area for all abilities". This had 140 

signatories, with 136 within the South Gippsland Shire (Shire) and 4 outside of the 

Shire. 
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Submission AB16 – Paul Katsieris – Walkerville Rate Payers and Residents 

Association - Acacia Way, Walkerville Path and Sealing Walkerville South Road and 

Drainage 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
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Submission AB17 – Ralph Gallgher - Submitter has multiple questions with respect 

to the Proposed 2019/20 Annual Budget. 

Speaking to Submission -Yes 

 
 

 

To:  Chief Executive Officer, Shire of South Gippsland 

From:  Ralph Gallagher 

  

   

   

Date:  Friday, 26 April 2019 

Please note that I would appreciate the opportunity to speak in support of this submission 

at the meeting proposed for this purpose on Wednesday, 22 May 2019. 

1. Preamble 

The budget for the Shire undoubtedly requires a substantial contribution by many folk and 

for that reason should be accorded due respect.  It was originally intended to ensure specific 

services for a geographically disparate community.  Socially disparate as well. 

The budget must of course be constructed within the context of a rates system, a fees for 

service schedule and grants opportunities that generate funding. 

Realistically funds available will fall short of that necessary to support everyone’s “field of 

dreams”.  We should all acknowledge this constraint.  Some comments reflecting my 

concerns follow. 

2. Budget Surplus 

There have been three occasions over the last seven months or so when individual 

Councillors have declared the financial position to be positively rosy.  The first claim was 

that the Shire had achieved a surplus (to date) of $26 million.  The second claim touted a 

surplus of $28 million and the last claim I heard announced the utopian position of a $30 

million surplus. 

I asked about the surplus of $26 million and the answer firstly reduced the figure to $23 

million but failed to provide all the details of the components.  I also asked whether the 

Councillor’s comment (publicly done as it was) had been corrected.  No response. 

There is no reasonable position that justifies the holding or more importantly the accreting 

of such a sum.  How was it done?  Why was it done?  Excessive rates?  Over budgeted 

projects?  If the claims were incorrect why weren’t the statements publicly corrected? 
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3. Capital Works 

The provision for “roads” is excessive as a single budget year provision.  There is no doubt 

that the Shire’s program has been inadequate but the attempt to resolve all this overnight is 

a poor financial decision.  Such substantial works should be spread over several budget year 

cycles. 

The Mirboo North Pool project also warrants a further review. The total is now many 

hundreds of thousands of dollars more than estimated at its first listing as a putative 

project.  Are there no opportunities for a reduced provision?  What are the expected 

operating costs, fees income for the facility? 

The budget also includes more than $7 million for projects that are subject to grants 

funding.  What happens if that funding does not eventuate?  Why are such projects listed as 

part of the budget if grants funding is not yet assured? 

4. Commercial Enterprises 

Once again Council fails to provide adequate operating statements of commercial 

enterprises such as the caravan parks.  The existing arrangements have been in place for 

some years now and yet “no adequate reports” have been forthcoming. Whilst not strictly a 

commercial enterprise the costs associated with the equipping, maintenance and otherwise 

operating the Franklin Reserve free caravan site should also be detailed. 

5. Shared Services 

This issue has been canvassed over several years now and finally seems to have found 

support with some Councillors.  The one example that existed (with the Shire of Baw Baw) 

has apparently lapsed.  To proceed further there must be sufficient resources (personnel, 

funds, philosophical) to support the development of a feasible model.  It is appropriate to 

acknowledge, at the outset that the longer term gain will require an immediate term 

investment by all (prospective) involved Shires and Councils.  Has this been achieved? 

6. Conclusion 

I look forward to the opportunity to speak to the foregoing comments and to responding to 

any questions that arise. 

 

Ralph Gallagher 
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Submission AB18 – Ross Barnacle (President) Loch Community Development 

Association  - There is a list of works that should be commenced ahead of any 

planned streetscape works in Loch. 

 

Speaking to Submission - Yes 
 

 

Chief Executive Officer 
South Gippsland Shire Council 
submission@southgippsland.vic.gov.au 
 
 
SUBMISSION TO SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL 
 
REVISED COUNCIL PLAN 2017-2021 
 
PROPOSED ANNUAL BUDGET 2019 - 2020 
 

 
Following community consultation and the formation of the Loch Village Projects Working 
Group, a sub-committee of the Loch Community Development Association (LCDA), this 
submission outlines areas of priority the Loch community believe will significantly enhance 
the liveability and strengthen Loch’s place as the gateway to tourism and the reputation as a 
garden and heritage village within the South Gippsland region.  
 
The Loch Village Projects Working Group has a vision to maintain and enhance the 
atmosphere and character of Loch as a unique historic, desirable garden village with a fabric 
of heritage buildings, which is renowned for its arts, craft, antiques and quality foods.  
 
The Loch Village Projects Working Group notes the following points which were previously 
mentioned in the plan and budget: 
 
Infrastructure: 
”community requests the building of footpaths, so that one can get from place to place 
more safely” 
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Objective Overview: 
“The unique character of our smaller towns is recognised and supported” 
 
Services: 
Footpaths & Bicycle Paths 
 
Successful Outcomes: 

1. Existing rail trails promoted and new trails developed to support growth to our 
economy, enable a healthier lifestyle and enhance wildlife corridors.  

2. Footpath & Bicycle Paths 
 

There is no mention of footpaths/trails/bicycle paths for Loch within the 2019-20 Budget.  
 
With the Stage 1 Streetscape works due to commence in Loch imminently, this submission 
requests the following paths be prioritised and brought forward ahead of later Streetscape 
stages and included within the 2019-20 budget. Loch needs to be pedestrian friendly; this is 
an occupational health & safety issue.  
 

a). Victoria Road:   North side from Post Office/Centennial Park to Catholic Church. 
                                   212 lm x $180 lm                                       $38,160.00 

 
b). Smith Street:    Cnr. of Victoria St to Queen Street 
                                   88 lm x $180 lm                                      $15,840.00 
 

In addition, the following are requested: 
 

1. Western-end Avenue of Honour trees - to be included in the council maintenance 
plan, including the replacement of two.  

2. Eastern-end Avenue of Honour trees - source and plant American stock of Plane 
trees, to mirror western-end planting, and inclusion in the council maintenance plan. 

3. Explore vacant land from Smith/Speight/Queen intersection, along Speight St 
towards Albert Rd (adjacent to the Vic Roads sound wall) with a view to levelling, 
where required, and tree planting, providing much needed additional and shaded car 
parking during festivals and summer markets, and inclusion in council maintenance 
plan.   

4. Council to address issues with drainage and storm water in the vicinity of Queen St 
and Albert Rd. 

5. Council consultation with the Loch Village Projects Working Group regarding choice 
of trees which will replace those recently removed in Victoria Rd, with agreed trees 
planted in 2019. 

6. Planning for lighting, public gardens, seating and trees for Stage 1. 
7. Consider pedestrian crossing in Victoria Rd in Stage 1 Streetscape works. 
8. Consider an Arts/Heritage Plan for Loch, including a register of Heritage buildings, 

trees, etc that are protected. 
9. Council to liaise with Loch Primary School and Department of Education to develop 

an effective traffic management plan. 
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10. Fixed signage at both highway entry points to Loch that allows community groups to 
promote events, as exists at the entry to other South Gippsland towns. 

11. Entry garden and tree planting on the western highway entrance that befits and 
underpins the garden village theme.  

12. Council consultation with the Loch Village Projects Working Group regarding 
progressing discussions and the execution of the ‘Loch Lap’ initiative. 

 
It is noted, under Capital Works /Other Structures/93060 PLAYGROUNDS in the 
proposed annual budget 2019/20, there is a replacement program for the Speight St, 
Loch playground. With the existing playground in good order, the funding for the 
capital works would be better spent on the Loch lap. 

 

Conclusion: 
 
The proposals outlined above are in keeping with the South Gippsland Planning scheme 
11/04/2019 which states Loch is a “Small thriving rural township with moderate capacity for 
growth in the future. A compact, ‘garden village’ and heritage character with tourism retail 
facilities set among rolling hills. 
 
The following are key components of the South Gippsland Planning Scheme for Loch, with 
the measures above aligning to the Shires plan.  
 
 
Loch’s role and function is: 
Small thriving rural township with moderate capacity for growth in the future. A compact 
garden village and heritage character with tourism retail facilities set amongst rolling hills.  
 
Local area implementation:  

 Promote the use and development of land in accordance with the strategic direction 
in the Loch Framework Plan 

 Develop Loch as a small thriving rural township with a distinctive garden village 
character 

 
Economy: 

 Consolidate and develop the town centre as the preferred focus for all business, 
community and tourist services and facilities 

 Encourage tourist services and facilities in the township 
 
Landscape and built form:  

 Retain the existing heritage character, design and built form of the buildings along 
Victoria Street and Smith Street (north of Victoria Street), in recognition of their 
contribution to the overall image of Loch  

 Conserve and enhance heritage places in the town in recognition of their 
contribution to the overall character of Loch 

 Promote the distinctive garden village character in Loch 

 Create an integrated network of shared pedestrian and bicycle paths linking features 
and facilities in and around the township 
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Infrastructure: 

 Improve community services and facilities in the township 

 Ensure the new growth and development occurs in coordination with the provisions 
of development infrastructure 

 Consider the requirement for new or improved public infrastructure and how 
infrastructure is to be provided /funded when land is rezoned for residential 
development 

 Require new developments to connect to the reticulated sewerage system 

 Create an integrated network of shared pedestrian and bicycle paths linking features 
and facilities in and around the township 

 
 
The LCDA request the opportunity to present this submission to Council at the 
forthcoming open hearing on May 22nd 2019, to ensure an equitable distribution of funds 
that includes Loch Village.   
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Barnacle 
President 
Loch Community Development Association  
 
 
 
25th April 2019 
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